Book reviews
The concepts of illness, disease and morbus F Kraupl Taylor ppl Jl £6.50 Cambridge University Press 1979 Thanks largely to the writings of sociologists, it has become almost conventional to distinguish between 'illness' -what a patient feels; and 'disease' -the diagnostic category into which a doctor places an episode of illness. Against this background, the title of this book raises the question, 'What then is a "morbus"?'. On page 77 we find the gnomic statement 'Morbi are polythetic intensions'. This brings us, perhaps abruptly, to Dr Taylor's endeavour to illuminate the disease concept by the application of logical theories of classes. It appears (p 56) that an 'intension' is a class such as the mammals, whose members have a number of shared distinctive attributes; and that 'polythetic' implies that the members of the class 'need share only a high proportion, and not the totality, of the distinguishing characteristics. Dr Taylor's aim in introducing the term 'morbus' is to find a way of denoting both the illness and the disease components, so far as known. He equates it with 'a particular form of morbidity', which to me is remarkably like 'a clinical episode'.
If the purpose of a review is to indicate whether a book should be read, my advice would be empirical. Read Dr Taylor's own summary on pages 111-119. Then make your own decision, bearing in mind the words of Abraham Lincoln: 'Those who like this kind of thing will find this the kind of thing they like'.
SIR DOUGLAS BLACK

President Royal College ofPhysicians
Tuberculosis. Guy P Youmans pp 551 £22.75 Eastbourne: Saunders 1979 In his preface to this book, Professor Youmans quotes from the preface to Arnold Rich's famous work 'The Pathogenesis of Tuberculosis'. Rich defined his purpose as being essentially 'to take stock of the state of the endeavor ... to understand the disease tuberculosis and the factors which influence its progression or arrest'. In the years since the publication of Rich's book there have been numerous advances in various fields related to mycobacterial infection. For example, immunological responses to infection are much more clearly understood and there is much greater knowledge of the effects of mycobacterial components. There has also been the enormous impact of chemotherapy, not only on the mortality of the disease but also on the understanding of its development. Professor Youmans' aim is to take stock once more and this he has done successfully.
It will be clear from the preliminary reference to Rich's work that this is a book for the specialist, and it is essential reading for all those interested in the disease tuberculosis. The main part of the work is by Professor Youmans himself. There is a chapter on 'Mycobacterial Lipids: Chemistry and Biologic Activities' by Dr Mayer B Goren and Dr Patrick J Brennan. Dr Anne S Youmans contributes a chapter on 'Biologic Activities of Mycobacterial, Ribosomal and RNA Vaccines'. The atypical mycobacteria as well as the laboratory diagnosis of all the mycobacterial diseases are dealt with by Professor Herbert M Sommers.
It may seem odd in a book of this sort to conclude with a chapter on the treatment of tuberculosis. Even when Rich's second edition was published in 1951 this would certainly have been impossible in one chapter. Professor H Corwin Hinshaw has been able most lucidly to summarize the development of drug treatment and, with a chapter on the chemistry of the antituberculosis drugs by Dr Leonard Doub, brings the survey of the present state of knowledge most clearly up to date.
HOWARD NICHOLSON
Consulting Physician Brompton Hospital, London SW3
Mechanisms of Intestinal Secretion (Kroc Foundation Series, vol 12) H J Binder (ed) pp 299 $28 New York: Alan R Liss 19'79 This is the only book devoted exclusively to the subject. It is highly erudite, in places recondite, both comprehensive and precise. At its simplest level, diarrhoea is an increase in faecal water excretion to more than 200 ml per day. At its most complex, the mathematics in the chapter 'Carrier or Pore?' should test the numeracy of many a clinician.
Until the studies of cholera in the late 1960s, little attention was paid to the mechanisms of intestinal secretion. The near 1000 references in this collection of papers, several of them to this year's publications, show how much has changed in ten years. A lucid introduction by the editor is followed by four sections, on transport processes in non-intestinal tissue, intracellular control of intestinal secretion, neurohumoral control and paracellular routes of intestinal transport.
An interesting chapter on vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP), a potent stimulant of small and
